
Standards Committee – Meeting held on Wednesday, 6th October, 2010. 
 

Present:-   

 Co-opted Independent Members:- 

  

 The Reverend Paul Lipscomb (Chair), Mr Fred Ashmore, Mr Mike Field 
and Dr Henna Khan 
 

 Elected Members:- 

  

 Councillors Bal, P Choudhry, MacIsaac, M S Mann, P K Mann (arrived 
at 6.45 p.m.) and Munkley 

  

 Parish Councillor Representative:- 
 

 Parish Councillors Dalip Rajput and Alan Tilbury 

 
Apologies for Absence:- Councillor Howard Jones 

 
PART I 

 
15. Declarations of Interest  

 
None. 
 

16. Minutes of the last Meeting held on 21st July 2010  
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 21st July 2010 were 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 

17. Provision of training for Colnbrook with Poyle Parish Council  
 
In accordance with the instructions of the Standards (Determination) Sub-
Committee at its meeting on 31st March 2010, the Acting Borough Secretary 
and Solicitor attended the Colnbrook with Poyle Parish Council meeting on 
20th July to run a training session on the Code of Conduct for Members.  The 
Session involved interaction and participation by the Parish Councillors and  
Clerk and the Members were also given case scenarios to reinforce and 
check their understanding of the training provided.   
 
The feedback from the session was very positive and a copy of the letter sent 
by the Clerk to the Council submitting an analysis of the feedback from the 
session was submitted for information.   
 
The Acting Borough Secretary and Solicitor indicated that she would remain 
available to give advice and assistance to the Parish Council on Code of 
Conduct issues.   
 
Resolved – That the report now submitted be noted. 



 

Standards Committee - 06.10.10 

 
18. Members' Attendance at Meetings and Training 2009/2010  

 
In accordance with the instructions of the Council at its meeting on 25th April, 
2006 a record of elected Members’ attendance at Council, Committee, Sub-
Committee, Panel and Outside Bodies meetings and Member Training 
sessions during the municipal year 2009/2010 was submitted for 
consideration. 
 
During consideration of the Report there was a discussion on the presentation 
of Member Attendance at compulsory training sessions.  A Member indicated 
that he had attended all his required compulsory sessions but his record did 
not reflect this.  The Member Services Manager indicated that the record of 
the number of compulsory sessions Members were called to attend included 
those which they failed to attend on the first or in some cases second time of 
asking.  These missed sessions were included to differentiate the 
performance of Members who missed sessions from those Members who 
attended their sessions on the first time of asking.  Having to repeat training 
sessions was time consuming and a poor use of resources but this was 
unavoidable when attendance at Committee/Sub-Committee meetings was 
dependent on the Member having undergone the required training.  
Notwithstanding this, it was agreed that there should be a separate additional 
record to show the number of training sessions Members were required to 
attend as well as the number they were called to attend.   
 
The Member Services Manager reported that two Members had submitted 
their Outside Bodies feedback forms after the Standards Committee Agenda 
had been published and that this information together with other minor 
amendments identified during consideration of the Report would be 
incorporated prior to its submission to Council on the 30th November, 2010. 
 
Attention was drawn for the need for Members to keep an accurate record of 
attendances at meetings of Outside Bodies and some Members indicated 
their view that it was unacceptable to submit estimates or no details at all.   
 
Concern was expressed at the poor attendance of some Members at 
meetings of Outside Bodies to which they had been appointed to represent 
the Council and Members questioned whether those with poor attendance 
records should continue to be appointed to serve on such bodies.   
 
Resolved – 
 

(a) That the Member Attendance Records for 2009/2010 be noted and 
the Report incorporating the amendments now identified together 
with the observations of the Committee thereon be submitted to the 
Council Meeting on 30th November, 2010. 

 
(b) That the format for recording Member Attendance at compulsory 

training be amended in the future to show the number of sessions 
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Members were required to attend, the number they were called to 
attend and the number of sessions they actually attended.  

 
(c) That in recommending Members to serve as the Council’s 

representative on Outside Bodies, the Group Leaders should have 
regard to the Members’ previous attendance records and consider 
whether Members’ with poor attendance should be reappointed. 

 
19. Standards Committee Work Programme 2010/2011  

 
The Officers submitted for consideration the Committee’s Work Programme 
for the current municipal year.   
 
Resolved – That the Work Programme for 2010/11 now submitted be noted 

and approved. 
 

20. Standards Committee Members' Attendance Record  
 
The Member Services Manager submitted for information details of the 
Standards Committee Members’ attendance record at meetings of the 
Committee held to-date during 2010/2011.   
 
Resolved – That the report be noted. 
 
 

Chair 
 
 

(Note: The Meeting opened at 6.30 pm and closed at 7.00 pm) 
 


